
 

The President of the Security Council presents his 

compliments to the members of the Council and has the 

honour to transmit herewith, for their information, a 

copy of a letter dated 28 February 2022 from the 

Permanent Representatives of Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council, and its enclosure. 

This letter and its enclosure will be issued as a 

document of the Security Council under the symbol 

S/2022/165.   

 

  28 February 2022 

  



 

Adrese, valsts, tālr. 000000000, fakss 00000000, e-pasts xxx@mfa.gov.lv, www.mfa.gov.lv  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 
Permanent Mission of Latvia 

to the United Nations 

 

 

New York, 28 February 2022 

No. SD78-63 

 

 

Excellency, 

 

We have the honor to transmit a Joint Statement by Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania in relation 

to the Security Council’s meeting of 25 February on the Letter dated 28 February 2014 from 

the Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the President of 

the Security Council (S/2014/136). 

 

We would be grateful if the present letter and its annex could be circulated as an official 

document of the Security Council.   

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

 

Annex: as stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Sven Jürgenson 

Ambassador, Permanent 

Representative of the 

Republic of Estonia 

 

Andrejs Pildegovičs 

Ambassador, Permanent 

Representative of the 

Republic of Latvia 

 

Rytis Paulauskas  

Ambassador, Permanent 

Representative of the  

Republic of Lithuania 

 

 

His Excellency Mr. Vassily A. Nebenzia 

President of the UN Security Council 

United Nations 

New York 

mailto:xxx@mfa.gov.lv


Statement by the Republic of Lithuania on behalf of the Baltic States – Estonia, 

Latvia and Lithuania 

UN Security Council Meeting  

25 February 2022  

New York 

  

Today, in the most cynical manner Russia yet again abused its veto power to exempt 

itself from any accountability for its acts of aggression in Ukraine. Despite attempts 

of the majority of the members, the veto of the Russian Federation – aggressor in 

question- blocked the Security Council. According to Article 27 paragraph 3 of the 

UN Charter, Russia should have abstained from voting. 

 

The failure of the Security Council to uphold its mandate and primary responsibility 

for the maintenance of international peace and security and to protect an 

independent, sovereign and peaceful State from the acts of aggression - and civilians 

- from the scourge of war - is utterly regrettable, although not unexpected.  

Today’s vote was a vote to uphold the UN Charter and to stop the full-scale war and 

gross violations against the state and people of Ukraine. As we speak, Russia 

continues to commit atrocity crimes in Ukraine. The perpetrators of atrocity crimes 

should be held responsible. The Prosecutor of ICC reminded today that as Ukraine 

has by the declaration lodged on 8 September of 2015, accepted the jurisdiction of 

the ICC, the Prosecutor’s Office may exercise its jurisdiction over any act of 

genocide, crime against humanity or war crime committed within the territory of 

Ukraine since 20 February 2014 onwards.  

The capital of Ukraine is under the heavy military attack. Many innocent lives have 

been already claimed. Such acts of aggression and the use of force are blatant 

violations of international law, including the UN Charter, that require accountability.  

Russia continues to defy the purposes and principles of the United Nations to an 

extreme and grotesque manner. Such gross violation of international law by a 

permanent member of the UN Security Council undermines the founding principles 

and the very essence of the United Nations. Despite numerous diplomatic efforts and 

repeated calls, including by the Secretary General, Russia has chosen the path of 

war.  



This is the most dangerous moment in European - and global -security for a 

generation. Let us call a spade a spade. Today Ukraine is fighting not just for 

Ukraine, not only for Europe, but for every Member State in the democratic world. 

It is thus incumbent upon us to not merely punish Russia for its actions but to also 

help Ukraine with all and every means available. Our words will not down Russian 

war planes nor stop its advancing tanks in their tracks. We must act and act NOW. 

We must continue to provide political, economic, financial, humanitarian, and other 

assistance, including weapons, ammunition, and other defensive military equipment 

to Ukraine against Russia. The entire international community must firmly condemn 

Russia‘s aggression and impose the toughest possible sanctions in response to such 

outrageous acts. 

While utterly condemning Russia’s aggressive actions, Baltic States urge the 

international community not to stay silent. We, the Member States of the United 

Nations, must hold Russia accountable. We have our voice here. The General 

Assembly is empowered to make recommendations to States on international issues 

and we must use this power to stop this cynical attack against the rules based 

international order. This is a moment of “to be or not to be”. Not only for Ukraine, 

but also for the UN as a whole. We must act in unity and solidarity, and save Ukraine, 

a founding member of the United Nations, the UN Charter and our conscience. 

 

 


