Meeting of the Security Council, in Arria format, on the situation in Ukraine, 19 March 2015: 
concept note

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Permanent Mission of Lithuania to the United Nations organizes a meeting of members of the Security Council with Mr. Mustafa Djemilev and Mr. Andrey Zubarev, coordinator, Crimean Field Mission on Human Rights, in Arria format, on the situation in Ukraine, to be held on March 19 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 2, UN. The meeting is open to UN member states.
Objective:  To provide an opportunity to hear firsthand account and perspectives on the human rights situation, media freedom, the situation of national minorities as well as on the developments in Crimea and eastern regions of Ukraine. To discuss the role the international community, including the United Nations and UN Security Council, OSCE and others can play in the current context. 
Speakers: 
Mr. Mustafa Djemilev, human rights activist, a recognized leader of the Crimean Tatar National Movement and former Chairman of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People, member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine since 1998. 
Mr. Andrey Zubarev, coordinator, Crimean Field Mission on Human Rights.
Background: 
On 28 February 2014 the Security Council held its first meeting on the situation in Ukraine to discuss the events unfolding in Crimea and seek ways to de-escalate the situation. On 15 March 2014 the Council voted on a draft resolution, co-sponsored by 42 states, regarding the results of a so-called referendum on the change of status of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, which was vetoed by a permanent member of the Council. In March the HCHR decided to begin monitoring the human rights situation in Ukraine, including Crimea. On 28 March 2014, Council members held an Arria formula meeting with Mr. Djemilev on the situation in Crimea.
The Council has heard a number of briefings since on the human rights and humanitarian situation in Crimea and eastern Ukraine, based on the regular reports by the OHCHR Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. A total of nine reports have been published to date, documenting a continuously deteriorating human rights situation and a breakdown in law and order in the regions. 
In particular, the United Nations, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Council of Europe, OSCE Representative on the Freedom of the Media, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, Human Rights Watch, Freedom House and many NGOs report a deterioration of human rights and fundamental freedoms of the Crimean Tatars. Crimean Tatar civil society organisations, media outlets are facing disruption of their activities; their representatives are being arrested and detained; their leaders prevented from re-entering Crimea, including Mr. Djemilev.  
The UN SG has stressed that the UN will continue monitoring human rights situation in Ukraine. 

