Mr. Mustafa Dzhemilev
Curriculum Vitae

Human rights activist, one of the founders and a member of the Initiative Group for the Defense of Human Rights in the USSR (1969);
Political prisoner in the USSR from: 1966-1967, 1969-1972, 1974-1975, 1975-1976, 1979 – 1982, 1983 – 1986;
Chairman of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People;

Deputy of the Verkhova Rada of Ukraine.
Childhood and adolescence

Mustafa Dzhemilev was born on the 13th of November, 1943 in Crimea. 

On the 18th of May, 1944, the communist regime of the USSR violently deported the Crimean Tatar people, en masse, from the Crimea to remote areas in Central Asia, the Urals and Siberia. Like all Crimean Tatar families, M. Dzhemilev’s family suffered through the horrors of deportation and was subjected to systematic discrimination on the part of the Soviet government for decades. Until the end of the 1980s, special laws (“closed legal acts”) restricted the rights of Crimean Tatars in the USSR and prevented them from returning to their homeland, Crimea.


The state of the Crimean Tatar people, deported from their homeland and forced to remain in exile without legal rights, affected M. Dzhemilev at a young age. As a result, he made the decision to devote his life to struggle for the Crimean Tatar people to return to their homeland and regain their national rights. 


In 1962, M. Dzhemilev was admitted to the Tashkent Institute of Agricultural Irrigation and Melioration Engineers, from which he was expelled in 1965. The Soviet KGB, which ordered his expulsion from the institute for distributing his manuscript, “A Brief Historical Overview of Turkish Culture in Crimea from the XIII-XVIII Centuries”, claimed that the contents of the essay were “nationalistic and anti-Soviet”.
Human rights work during the years of the USSR


At first, M. Dzhemilev was sentenced to 1.5 years in prison in May of 1966 in connection with his refusal to serve in the Soviet Army for political reasons.


After his release in November of 1967, M. Dzhemilev, a staunch supporter of the need for close cooperation between the Crimean Tatar movement and the human rights movement in the USSR, established close contacts with human rights activists working in Moscow and other regions of the USSR. With the help of Western journalists who had accreditation in Moscow, he informed the international community about the Crimean Tatars' marginalization and struggle to regain their rights.  


In May of 1969 M. Dzhemilev became one of the founders of the Initiative Group for the Defense of Human Rights in the USSR, which primarily engaged in preparing and distributing open letters addressed to the United Nations, the Soviet regime and citizens of the USSR. These letters contained information about political persecution in the USSR. Eventually, almost all of the members of the group were subjected to some form of repression. M. Dzhemilev was arrested in September of 1969.
            In his defense speech, as well as in the closing statement before the verdict, M. Dzhemilev spoke about the crimes that the Soviet regime committed against Crimean Tatars, the people's struggle to return to their homeland and restore their government, and the material and spiritual culture that the Crimean Tatars had created in Crimea. At the conclusion of his speech, in a sign of protest against the gross violations of human rights being committed in the USSR, M.  Dzhemilev announced a 30-day political hunger strike. 


M. Dzhemilev was released from prison in September of 1972 and, classified as one who was “not on the path to improvement” lived in the city of Gulistan under strict administrative supervision. 
           Since M. Dzhemilev continued to actively participate in the national movement of the Crimean Tatar people, more repressions soon followed. In June of 1974, he was arrested and sentenced to one year of labor in the strict-regime camps of Omsk Oblast. 


After his release, M. Dzhemilev continued to take part in the human rights movement and in February of 1979 he was once again subjected to a new, this time his fifth, arrest. He was sentenced to four years in exile in Yakutia.


Shortly after returning to Tashkent from exile, M. Dzhemilev was once again arrested in November of 1983. The Tashkent Oblast Court, which met in February of 1984, sentenced M. Dzhemilev to three years of incarceration in strict-regime camps for “compiling and distributing documents which slander the Soviet government system” as well as for “organizing massive disorder” while attempting to bury his father in Crimea. 

Before the end of the sentence, which M. Dzhemilev had been serving in Magadan Oblast, another criminal case was launched against him for the fabricated accusation of “insubordination.” During a closed camp trial in December of 1986, M. Dzhemilev was sentenced to three years of imprisonment with five years of probation and released from the courtroom. Although this court decision was influenced by the changing political situation in the USSR, the court primarily made this ruling because of the international community's powerful campaign to defend Soviet dissidents such as M. Dzhemliev. This campaign was initiated by Andrei Sakharov, Pyotr Grigorenko and other human rights activists. 

Social, human rights and political activity on the eve of and after the collapse of the USSR


Arriving in Uzbekistan, M. Dzhemilev immediately joined the energized political activities aimed at, first of all, coordinating the activities of numerous initiative groups of the Crimean Tatar national movement. 


In the wake of strengthened coordination between the initiative groups, from 1987 to 1988, massive demonstrations were held in many regions of the USSR where Crimean Tatars lived. The Crimean Tatars’ main demand was to return to their homeland and restore Crimea’s autonomy on the basis of the right of the Crimean Tatar people to self-determination.


In May of 1989 M. Dzhemilev and his family returned to Crimea. Subsequently, he was elected as Chairman of “The Organization of the Crimean Tatar National Movement  (OKND)”. In June 1991 the delegates of the new convocation elected him to the post of Chairman of Mejlis – a single supreme representative body of the Crimean Tatars. 

 M. Dzhemilev devoted his entire life to the protection of the rights of nations and human rights, and he has remained a consistent supporter of the principle of nonviolence and solidarity with other oppressed nations struggling to regain their national and human rights.

As one of the most influential politicians and parliamentarians in independent Ukraine, M. Dzhemilev is an advocate of European and Euro-Atlantic integration for Ukraine. He also advocates for the assertion of the fundamental principles of democracy in Ukrainian society, which form the basis for the restoration of the rights of Crimean Tatars people in their historical territory – Crimea. 
M. Dzhemilev is the recipient of the Nansen Refuge Award, the human rights prize of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. In addition, he is the recipient of the International Prize named after P. Orlik for “democratization of Ukrainian society.” 


He is an Honorary Doctor of Law at Selcuk University in Turkey. 


M. Dzhemilev posses a diploma from the Fourth Assembly of the Movement for Democracy “for his contribution to the struggle for democracy and human dignity.”


He is the recipient of the Order of Prince Yaroslav the Wise, 5th and 4th class, bestowed upon him by the government of Ukraine.
Several times M. Dzhemilev was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize by various social and human rights organisations.

